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The Lower Towamensing Township Board of Supervisors held their yearly re-organization meeting on Monday, January 7, 2019 at 3:00 p.m. in the municipal building.

Members of the board present were Ronald Walbert, Bernard Mendez & Brent Green. 
Mr Green called the meeting to order after a moment of silence followed by the pledge of allegiance to the American Flag. 
Mr. Walbert made a motion to appoint Mr. Brent Green the temporary Chairman to the Board of Supervisors to conduct the meeting until a Chairman is appointed. Mr. Mendez seconded the motion. Poll: Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.

Mr. Walbert made a motion to appoint Christine Wentz the temporary Secretary during the meeting until a secretary is appointed. Mr. Mendez seconded the motion. Poll:  Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.

1. APPOINTMENTS:

a. Mr. Walbert made a motion to appoint Mr. Green as the Chairman to Board of Supervisors. Mr. Mendez seconded the motion. Poll: Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.

b. Mr. Mendez made a motion to appoint Mr. Walbert as the Vice Chairman to Board of Supervisors.  Mr. Green seconded the motion. Poll: Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.

c. Mr. Green made a motion to appoint Christine Wentz as Township Secretary/Treasurer. Mr. Walbert seconded that motion. The Secretary/Treasurer wage is set at a salary of $43,721.60/year per 40hour work week. Per the approved 2019 budget. Benefits: 10 days paid vacation for the first 5 years of service and 1 additional day per year up to 5 days, 1 personal day every two years up to 4 days, 12 paid holidays, pension, health insurance and no paid lunch. Poll: Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.

d. Assistant Secretary Position- Tabled
2. Motion to appoint all non-elected Township Officials as follows:

a. Mr. Walbert made a motion to appoint James Nanovic as Township Solicitor. Mr. Green seconded the motion. Poll: Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.

b. Mr. Walbert made a motion to appoint Duane Dellecker as Zoning Officer. Mr. Green seconded the motion. Poll: Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.

c. Alternate Zoning Officer- Vacant
d. Mr. Walbert made a motion to appoint Carbon Engineering as the Townships Engineering Firm. Mr. Green seconded the motion. Poll: Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.

e. Mr. Walbert made a motion to appoint Ron Tirpak/Carbon Engineering as the Engineering Firm for Act 537. Mr. Green seconded the motion. Poll:  Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.

f. Mr. Walbert made a motion to appoint Gerry Madden as Chairman/Vacancy Board. Mr. Green seconded the motion. Poll:  Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried. 
g.. Mr. Walbert made a motion to appoint Scott Bieber Sewage Enforcement Officer. Mr. Green seconded the motion. Poll: Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.

h. Mr. Walbert made a motion to appoint Scott Bieber as the Well Enforcement Officer. Mr. Green seconded the motion. Poll: Walbert/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.

i. Mr. Walbert made a motion to appoint Rory Koons as Civil Defense & Emergency Management Coordinator. Mr. Green seconded the motion.  Poll:  Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.

j. Mr. Green made a motion to appoint Ronald Walbert as the State Convention Voting Delegate. Mr. Mendez seconded the motion. Poll: Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.

k. Mr. Walbert made a motion to appoint Holly Heintzelman as the Zoning Hearing Board Solicitor. Mr. Green seconded the motion. Poll:  Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.
l. Mr. Green made a motion to appoint members James Ord, Keith George and James DeRosa as the Zoning Hearing Board. Mr. Walbert seconded the motion. Poll: Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.

m. Mr. Green made a motion to appoint Planning Commission members as follows: Remaining term of: Angela Farrell- 4 yrs., Michael Davis- 2yrs., Douglas Lucich- 4 yrs., Jay Mullikin- 5 yrs., and Janice Mack- 1 yrs. Mr. Walbert seconded the motion. Poll: Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.

3.  Mr. Green made a motion to appoint Charles Shupp as Township Road Foreman. The Road Foreman will be responsible to call out full time & part time employees as needed at his discretion. This is a full-time position with benefits noted in section 9. Mr. Walbert seconded the motion. Poll:  Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.

4. Assistant Road Foreman/Administrative. - Tabled.

5. Elected Supervisors as part time employees-Tabled
6. Mr. Walbert made a motion to have the township auditors set the Supervisors pay at the lowest paid labor rate.  
2 hours paid vacation per 100 hours worked.
Mr. Green seconded the motion. Poll: Walbert/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.

6a. Elected Supervisors compensation is fixed at $1875.00 per year as per the Second-Class Twp. Code. These amounts are paid on a monthly basis ($156.25 per month).

7. Mr. Green made a motion to appoint Charles Shupp, Timothy George & Brandon Gehringer as full time (36 hours per week) employees. Mr. Walbert seconded the motion. Poll: Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.

8. Mr. Walbert made a motion to employ Larry Hahn, Timothy Strohl & Paul Strohl as Part-time employees on an as needed basis. Mr. Green seconded the motion. Poll: Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried. 

9. Mr. Green made a motion to set the following benefits for full-time employees that have worked 1000 hours or more in the current calendar year.
a.  Ten (10) paid vacation days for the first 5 years and then 1 additional day per year up to 5 days.
 b. 1 personal day every two years up to 4 days.

c. $100.00 shoe allowance – reimbursement with presentation of receipt 

d.  Paid holidays:  1/1/19 New Year’s Day, 2/18/19 President’s Day, 4/19/19 Good Friday, 5/27/19 Memorial Day, 7/4/19 Independence Day, 9/2/19 Labor Day, 10/14/19 Columbus Day, 11/11/19 Veterans Day, 11/28 & 29/19 Thanksgiving Days, 12/25/19 Christmas Day and employees’ birthday.
 full time employees must work the day before and after the holiday to receive the holiday pay.

e. Wages: All employees will receive a 3.0 % increase. These wages were approved with the 2019 budget. Mr. Walbert seconded the motion. Poll: Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.

f. Mr. Green made a motion to give all full-time employees Health Insurnace that work 36 hours per week. Mr. Walbert seconded the motion. Poll: Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.

g. Mr. Green made a motion to give a 3% employer contribution all full time Road Department employees as long as they work 36 hours per week. 

10. Mr. Walbert made a motion to set the following benefits for part time employees:


a. Every 100 hours worked the employee shall receive 2 hour paid vacation.


b. $100 shoe allowance- reimbursement with presentation of receipt.


c. Paid lunch

Mr. Mendez seconded the motion. Poll:  Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.

11. Mr. Walbert made a motion to set the Treasurers Bond at $ 1,200,000.00 - 100% township of funds. This must be verified by Township Solicitor yearly. Mr. Mendez seconded the motion. Poll: Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.

12. Mr. Green made a motion to approve depositories of Township funds to First Northern Bank & Trust and PLIGIT. Mr. Walbert seconded the motion. Poll:  Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.

13. Mr. Walbert made a motion to assign Signature Authority:  The Township Secretary/Treasurer must sign every obligation and every check.  A second and third signature of a designated Supervisor shall be required on every check as follows:  Ronald Walbert, Jesse Mendez or Brent Green.  Mr. Mendez seconded the motion. Poll:  Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.

14.  Mr. Walbert made a motion to set the following meeting dates for 2017 Supervisors' regular monthly meeting’s - the second Tuesday of every month at   7:00 P.M. in the Township meeting room:   

      January 7, 2019    (Tuesday) ………….July 9, 2019 (Tuesday)

      February 12, 2019
(Tuesday)                 August 13, 2019 (Tuesday)

      March 12, 2019
(Tuesday)                 September 10, 2019 (Tuesday)

      April 9, 2019
(Tuesday)                 October 8, 2019 (Tuesday)

      May 14, 2019
(Tuesday)                 November 12, 2019 (Tuesday)

      June 11, 2019
(Tuesday)                 December 10, 2019 (Tuesday)

                  Re-organization Meeting:----------------January 6, 2020 at 3:00 P.M. Monday

Mr. Green seconded the motion. Poll:  Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.

15.  Mr. Green made a motion to set the Recreation Board’s regular monthly meetings to be held on the 1st Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the municipal building meeting room. Mr. Walbert seconded that motion. Poll:  Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.

Recreation Board expiring term: Angela Farrell 12/31/19, Dave Hawk 12/31/17, Allison Green 12/31/19.
Mr. Walbert made a motion to accept the board members. Mr. Green seconded the motion. Poll:  Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.

16. Mr. Green made a motion to set the mileage rate at the current IRS rate. Mr. Walbert seconded the motion.  Poll: Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.

17. Mr. Walbert made a motion to set expense allowance for State Convention: Mileage, room and registration expenses shall be paid by the Township. Other allowances (food, ect.) shall be $75.00 per day for up to (4) days. Mr. Green seconded the motion. Poll: Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.
18. Mr. Green made a motion to renew the Snow Removal and Police Protection Agreement with Palmerton Borough. Mr. Mendez seconded that motion. Poll:  Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.

19. Mr. Green made a motion to adopt the 2019 fee schedule resolution (ref: sect 704 of Low. Tow. Zone Ord) as attached. Mr. Walbert seconded the motion. Poll: Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.

Adjournment:
 Mr. Green made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 3:19 p.m.; Mr. Walbert seconded the motion. Poll: Walbert/yes; Mendez/yes & Green/yes. All were in favor and the motion carried.

APPROVED: 
__________________________________




___________________________________




Christine Wentz




Secretary/Treasurer
.
